
Editor', Note: Mr. Brandli. Chairman 01 the 
Satellite Meteorology Committee, include. 
~e.tiolU lor annoltdifll IUte/lite data ; 
theu mould be 01 intere.t to all pro.pectiue 
contributor .. 

DISPLAY AND PRESENTATION OF METEOROLOGICAL SATELLITE IMAGERY 

By 
Henry W. Brandli 
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'l\ro phrases that are canronly used in display­
ing and discussing rreteorological satellite 
~ery are " the big eye in the sky doesn't 
lie and "a picture is wrth a thousand words." 
These stat:emmts , however are ooly true if 
the phrase " to a qualified satellite meteor­
ologist " is added. 

All rreteorol ogical satellite pictures should 
be ~8Jiri.callY gridded and labeled cor­
recti'fhe plxltos sOOuld also be let tered 
professionally cam;nsurate with the quality 
of the received "imagery. A plain satellite 
photo can sroetines be toore ilrpressive than 
a poorly marked ene. Cooversely, a profes-
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sicnally l ettered poor product (toilet paper 
quality) can be equally toore effective than 
a s l oppily ~d glossy print. 

EnhanCE!lEl.t of the treteorological satellite 
imagery by use of a ferN tecluri.ques can add 
to any presentatioo and briefing to the de­
cisi cn maker. Later on, these saa:e photo pro­
ducts can be used for publication or made 
into slides or vugraphs for seminars and post­
anal ysis discussioo. In near real time oper­
atiooal use of imagery. grease pencil ~ 
sOOuld be used on the products so the 
can be wiped off later. Precut lettering of 
data type, date, and mission can be placed 
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Figure 1. Examples of Prestype lettering sheets (right) along with specially desi gned 
sheet used at the Air Force Eastern Tes t Range (AFE'lR) on the left. 
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en the imagery upon receipt. or placed ap­
propriately on poster boards before the brief-

and white letters . symbols, and meteorologi­
cal codes. At. the Air Force Eastern Test 
Range (AFEI'R) in Florida, specially designed 
prestype sheets have been made; incorporating 
many of the roost coom:n lIUrds and synbols 
(Figure 1). RmDval of these rubbed l etters 
is a cinch. A piece of scotch or masking 
tape can erase any mistake and not leave a 
trace. 

ing. 

nus author recaIll'ends scrap or precut poster 
boards within easy acess to the satellite 
meteorologist . In addition, black or white 
l ettering of meteorological whic1e, imagery 
type and missien can be obtained fran any 
graphic section. Prestype and Chart Pak rub­
en lettering sheets shruld be used directly 
on the imagery. These graphic sheets have 
replaced the tedious Leroy sets in the let­
tering business. These sheets contain black 

Examples of gridded and lettered satell ite 
imagery fran the National Oc:,anic and At::IOO- . 
spheric Actninistration and Air Weather ServJ..ce 
satellit es are displayed in Figures 2 and 3, 
using t he teclmiques discussed above. 

Authors who do not have aacess to these ma­
terials should send in their satellite photo­
graphs with marked acetate overtayB ~ and these 
witl be annotated for you . Ed . 

The Nov. 2 infrared imagery sh~ above was received on the 
rooming of 27 Nov 1972. It clearly sh:Jws a shall<M cold front 
fran Cuba nortreastward through the Bahamas. This rapidly mov-
1ng frmt had tops frem 6,000 to 8,000 fee t as reported by radar 
in southern Florida. The cold high cirrus cloods stand rut ill 
the imagery. This cirrus cloudiness marked t he jet stream and 
had bases at 36,000 feet. The IR indicated tops at 45 ,000 feet. 
There were no clouds beneath the cirrus. 'The cold southeastern 
U.S. is also visible. Surfaces temperatures were near freezing 
in these states. 

Figure 2. NQ\A-2 Infrared data received at the.AFITR in near real t:im2. on 27 November 1972. 

15 



 

LAKE 

I 

0 80STON 

• w \ 
I 

N 
40 ONEW YORk D . .. 

• 
\ F 

O ATUNTIC CITY L 

• 

-

CIRRUS CLOUDS 

Figure 3. IM5P Infrared data received at the AFETR in near real tine on 12 March 1976. 
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