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Drought conditions plagued the state of 
Flor ida dur ing spr ing and the early summer 
months of 1981. As a result brush and 
swamp fires were a continual problem, 

GOES weather satellite visual images are 
one of the best tools for monitoring smoke 
coverage , density, and movement. 

Figure 1 shows a typical 1981 early summer 
near cloudless Florida GOES scene. Dense 
smoke is seen south of Daytona Beach which 
forced the temporary closing of four major 
highways; widespread smoke along the en
tire east central coastal section of Flor
ida extends northeast into the Atlantic. 

Part of the Rawinsonde Run for Cape Canav
eral AFS is shown in Figure 2. 

(1) Chairman of the NWA Satellite 
Meteorology Committee 
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Fig. 2 Cape Canaveral AFS Rawinsonde Run fot' 
5 July 1981 (0900 GMT) 

Fig. 1 (;(IES visual ilMCc fot' 5 July 1981 (!~31 GMT) 
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