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“TYPHOON TRIO”
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As frequently occurs in the western Pacific, an active mon-
soon trough spawned a multiple tropical cyclone outbreak.
On 8 September 1987 at approximately 0600 GMT, the Defense
Meteorological Satellite (DMSP) captured three typhoons on
its 2.78 km infrared sensor (Fig. 1) from an altitude of 450
nm. The maximum winds near the typhoon centers exceeded
100 kts at image time. Note the unusually large eye of Gerald,
a typhoon which caused much damage in Taiwan and China

and killed over 120 people. Freda and Holly caused little
damage and no loss of human life.
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