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The authors of McCandless et al. (2011) thank Drs.
Schultz and Roebber for their interest in this paper and
for providing a useful literature review on snowfall
quantification, quality control of the measurements,
and earlier attempt at statistical prediction. We agree
that many of these papers are relevant to the full
context of snowfall forecasting and so are of interest to
readers interested in the physics and details of snowfall
forecasting.
The purpose of McCandless et al. (2011) was less
about a full analysis of snowfall processes or even
snowfall forecasting per se than a demonstration of the
application of artificial intelligence techniques to an
important forecasting problem of interest to readers of
National Weather Digest. This application of artificial
intelligence to snowfall prediction using a free software
package that includes a wide range of techniques was
aimed primarily at demonstrating the tools available to
operational meteorologists and providing an example
of how to rigorously chose between them. Thus,
the focus of the literature review of that paper was
on providing background on the available artificial
intelligence techniques rather than on the phenomenon
and past forecast efforts. The paper was written for
meteorologists who may wish to use similar techniques
in other real-world applications.

Our thanks to Schultz and Roebber for providing
a thorough literature review on meteorological topics
related to our example application. These coupled
papers will provide readers with a full analysis of the
literature for both the phenomenon and the artificial
intelligent techniques that could be used for predicting
it.
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