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NWA President: Our Digest Goes High Tech!

	 Big	 news!	 The	 debut	 of	 our	 first	
online NWA Digest is now history! With 
the release of the NWA members-only 
Web portal during fall 2009, we promised 
enhancements in the future . The premier 
of the December 2009 Digest online 
marks a major step forward . This 
enhances the availability of the 
NWA’s professional publications 
to you . Many thanks go to the 
foresight of past NWA Councils, 
and the hard work of our NWA 
Executive Director Steve Harned 
and Assistant Executive Director 
Ruth	Aiken	in	our	Raleigh	office.

The online version allows you 
to now do many things, e .g ., search 
the entire Digest	for	specific	text,	
create and manage notes, print 
specific	pages,	zoom	in/out,	and	drag	an
adjustable	magnifier	across	any	page.	Just	
click the “?” mark for Help on using the 
new features . Please take time to browse 
through the new online Digest and try 
out some of the useful features . And I 
encourage you to send me your comments 
on the new online Digest .

Spring is here! Many are preparing 

nationwide to gear up for the coming 
severe	convective	season.	But	first,	wintry	
conditions can still occur well into April . 
And the remnants of this past winter’s 
snowfall, record-setting in some places, 
have	 increased	 the	 risk	 of	 river	 flooding	

across much of the eastern two-thirds of 
the nation . According to National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
National Weather Service (NWS) Spring 
2010 Flood Risk outlook (see map page 6), 
as of mid-March 2010, the combination 
of above normal precipitation coupled 

      The National Flood Workshop 
is	 organized	 by	 	 the	 Weather	
Research Center (a private, non-
profit	 educational	 and	 research	
center based in Houston, Texas) 
and its partners including the NWA . 
The  purpose  of this workshop is 
to bring together various agencies, 
emergency  managers, academia and 
professionals from across the nation 
to encourage dialogue on the various 
aspects	 of	 flooding.	 This	 includes	
the meteorological and hydrological 
conditions before, during, and 

after	 flood	 events,	 technological	
advancements being made in remote 
data	 acquisition,	 flood	 modeling,	
and regulations and requirements 
in	 flood	 mitigation	 and	 floodplain	
management . The goal is to establish 
an annual national workshop to 
discuss	 flooding	 topics,	 provide	
education and training, and most 
importantly to help reduce loss of life 
and	 property	 damage	 from	 floods.	
Track 1: Meteorology and Hydrology: 
Flood Event Case Studies, Flood 

Call for Papers:

National Flood Workshop, Oct. 24–26, Houston, Texas

No. 10 – 3      March 2010

REMINDER: 
The NWA is now accepting 
applications for all of its 

scholarships and grants! See 
our Web site for details: the 
first deadline is April 15 for 
the David Sankey Minority 

Scholarship.
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The NWA annual awards program started in 1977 to provide deserved recognition to those individuals involved in operational 
activities.	The	NWA	Annual	Awards	Program	recognizes	the	professional	as	well	as	the	volunteer.	The	emphasis	is	on	the	people	who	
perform the day-to-day tasks of providing meteorological information and weather support services to the public . Please review the 
award categories carefully and use the category most appropriate for the nomination being submitted .  

Call for Nominations for the 2010 NWA Annual Awards

Interim Seal #  Name     Station   Location   Date Qualified
0910990    Kyle Mounce  WPSD TV  Paducah, KY   1 OCT 2009
0910991    Kari Hall  KALB-TV5  Alexandria, LA   1 OCT 2009
1001992    Brett Benson  KSTU FOX 13  Salt Lake City, UT  12 JAN 2010
1001993    Blake Smith  KAKE-TV   Wichita, KS   12 JAN 2010
1001994    Regina Miller  WTAJ-TV   Altoona, PA   12 JAN 2010
1001995    Jonathan Myers  WWL-TV   New Orleans, LA  12 JAN 2010
1002996    Robert Carlmark Freelance  Billings, MT   22 FEB 2010
1002997    Brent Prasnikar   KMTR-TV   Springfield, OR   22 FEB 2010
1002998    Zachary Shields  KTBC-TV FOX 7 Austin, TX   22 FEB 2010
1002999    David Still  WPTY/WLMT  Memphis, TN   22 FEB 2010

Award Categories: 
Operational Achievement Individual 
Award: Presented to a NWA member 
who	has	made	 a	 significant	 contribution	
to operational meteorology . This could be 
for an accurate and timely forecast for one 
or	more	significant	weather	events	or	for	
long-period achievement in operational 
weather support or related activities . 

Operational Achievement Group 
Award: Presented to a group of two 
or	 more	 individuals	 for	 a	 significant	
contribution to operational meteorology . 
At a minimum, a majority of the group 
(greater than 50 percent) must be NWA 
members . 

Member of the Year Award: 
Presented to a NWA member who has 
made	 significant	 contributions	 to	 the	
organization	over	a	period	of	time.	

T. Theodore Fujita Research 
Achievement Award: Presented to a 
NWA member whose research has made 
a	 significant	 contribution	 to	 operational	
meteorology . 

Broadcaster of the Year Award: 
Presented to a NWA member Radio 
or Television weathercaster, or other 
member of the broadcast media, whose 
activities	 have	 significantly	 contributed	
to the development and presentation of 
quality and timely weather information to 
the public service . Radio and Television 
weathercaster candidates must be current 
NWA Seal of Approval holders and have 
had the NWA Seal of Approval for at least 
one year prior to being nominated for this 
award . 

The Larry R. Johnson Special Award: 
Presented to an individual or a group to 
recognize	unique	events	or	extraordinary	
accomplishments,	 which	 significantly	
contributed to operational meteorology . 

Walter J. Bennett Public Service 
Award: Presented to an individual 
or	 organization	 directly	 assisting	 the	
meteorological community in providing 
weather-related information to the public . 
Individuals	 and	 organizations	 in	 the	
meteorological profession are ineligible 
for this award . 

Public Education Award: Presented 
to	an	individual	or	organization	providing	
significant	 contributions	 to	 increase	 the	
public’s weather awareness . 

Local Chapter Award: Presented to a 
Local Chapter of the NWA whose activities 
have	significantly	increased	awareness	of
the weather and of the NWA in their local 
area . 

Aviation Meteorology Award: 
Presented to an individual or group to 
recognize	 significant	 contributions	 to	
aviation meteorology, such as impact 
of operational forecasts on aviation 
operations or advances in aviation 
meteorology including research in 
detection and forecasting of aviation 
hazards.	

Other Special Achievement Awards 
are detailed on the NWA Web site at: www.
nwas.org/awards/ . Names of previous 
annual award winners and additional 
award information are also available on 
that Web site . 

Submitting Nominations:
Please use the award cover sheet that can be copied from the NWA Web site at: http://www .nwas .org/awards/awardnomination .pdf
or	sent	via	Fax	from	the	NWA	office	(call:	919-845-1546),	attach	a	narrative	nomination	(up	to	two	pages	in	length)	with	no	more	
than three supporting letters of endorsement . Nominations should be mailed by July 1, 2010 to:

NWA Awards Committee 
Fred Glass, Chairperson 
228 West Millbrook Road 
Raleigh, NC 27609-4304

There is no rigid time requirement for the awards; however, it is preferred that the accomplishment, 
if not on a continuing basis, occur within 18 months prior to the nominations . Self nominations will 
not be accepted . If the nomination is not selected as the winner, it will remain a valid nomination for 
two additional years unless the nominee(s) are no longer in positions applicable to the award . The 
nomination may be updated by the submitter in each of those additional two years . Presentation of the 
2010	awards	will	be	Oct.	6	at	the	NWA	Annual	Meeting	Awards	Luncheon	in	Tucson,	Ariz.	(See	page	
7 for Annual Meeting information .)

Congratulations to the following members who recently earned their NWA Weathercaster Seal of Approval.
NWA Members Across the Nation Earn Seals of Approval
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Three papers were recently published in the NWA 
Electronic Journal of Operational Meteorology (EJOM). 
The first two in the following description are located in the 
2009 EJOM edition, and the third is in the 2010 edition.

“The Impact of Terrain on Three Cases of 
Tornadogenesis in the Great Tennessee Valley,”  authored 
by Douglas G. Schneider of the NWS Office in Morristown, 
Tenn., explores why the Great Tennessee Valley of East 
Tennessee has experienced significantly fewer tornadoes 
in comparison to West and Middle Tennessee. This 
discrepancy can partly be explained by the complex terrain 
of the Great Tennessee Valley. The general orientation of 
the valley is southwest to northeast, which is typically not 
conducive to low level backing of the near-surface flow 
to a south or southeasterly direction. However, within the 
larger valley there are smaller geographical features that 
can lead to localized enhancement of storm-relative helicity 
for climatologically favored eastward-moving convective 
systems. This study examines three tornado events that 
occurred in the Great Tennessee Valley to determine the 
impact of topography on tornadogenesis. 

New Learning Opportunities from the EJOM

Lee and Charlotte counties in Southwest Florida is often a 
challenge.  The closest NWS Doppler radar is 130-180 km to 
the northwest.  Four warm season tornado days were initially 
examined from coastal southwest Florida.  Those cases 
showed a number of similarities in the synoptic and mesoscale 
patterns and processes leading to tornado development.

08 June 2008 2102 UTC SRM and 2100 UTC surface streamlines 
of wind direction. Inbound (outbound) velocities are represented 
by shades of green (red) from greater than zero - 24.9 ms. The 
arrow indicates the tornado location and the red circle indicates the 
mesocyclonic circulation.

 
 “Precursors to Southwest Florida Warm Season 
Tornado Development” is authored by Jennifer M. Collins 
from the University of South Florida, Charlie Paxton, 
Science and Operations Officer from the National Weather 
Service in Tampa and Alicia N. Williams also from the 
University of South Florida. Predicting and warning for 
tornadoes developing near the complex coastline of urban 

The first paper in the 2010 EJOM is “The Impact of 
an Enhanced Damage Analysis on Determining the 
Damaging Wind Mechanism within a Quasi-Linear 
Convective System” by Jason T. Martinelli, Joshua 
Boustead, Barbara Mayes and Van De Wald.  A team 
of students and a faculty member  from the Creighton 
University Department of Atmospheric Sciences spent 
a week evaluating damage in and around Omaha, NE 
following a 20 August 2007 QLCS event.  The geo-
referenced damage data were then related to the Level II 
radar data from the WSR-88D located in Valley, NE in an 
attempt to determine the portions of the convective system 
that produced the damage observed at the surface. Read 
the article to learn the results of their study, including the 
inadequacies they found with the standard reporting system 
used to examine marginal and/or non-tornadic events for 
which a local National Weather Service office does not 
conduct a formal damage survey.

www.nwas.org/ej/

One image from a loop of 0.5° storm-relative radial velocity from the 
NWS Huntsville, Ala. radar on 15 Nov 2007. 
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Commissioner of  Committees: 
(non-voting, appointed member of the 
NWA Council) 
Alan E. Gerard 
234 Weather Service Drive 
Flowood, MS 39232-9314 
(601) 936-2189 
alan .e .gerard@noaa .gov 

Annual Meeting 2010 Program 
Committee: 
Erik Pytlak 
520 North Park Ave, Suite 304 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
520-670-6526  
annualmeeting@nwas .org 

Aviation Meteorology Committee: 
Matt Lorentson 
6831 Mandalay Ct .
Gainesville, VA  20155
505-264-6691
wxvain@gmail .com

Awards Committee: 
Fred Glass
12 Missouri Research Park Drive
St . Charles, MO 63304-5685
636-441-8467
Fred .glass@noaa .gov

Broadcast Meteorology Committee: 
Nick Walker
300 Interstate North Parkway 
Atlanta, GA 30006
770-226-2037
nwalker@weather .com

Broadcaster Seal of  Approval 
Committee Chair: 
Miles Muzio
9801 Holly Oak Dr .
Bakersfield,	CA	93311
661-342-9463
miles@weatheri .com
 
Seal Evaluation Board members:
Mark Bogner, James Brotherton, 
Jim Buchanan, Shawn Cable, 
James-Paul Dice, Jesse Haro, 
Jacqui Jeras Ellis,  Scott Rochette, 
Troy Kimmel, Betsy Kling, Chuck 
Lofton, Dan McCarthy, Bryon
Morton, Brian Olson, Tom 
Sherry, Ben Smith, Chad Watson, 
Lori Pinson, Rob Haswell, Nate 
Johnson, Keith Stellman, Roland 
Steadham, Dr. Jay Trobec, John
Toohey-Morales, Fidel “Phil” Ferro, 
Jose M. Garcia Jr. 

Seal Recertification Chair: 
Jim Moore 
WPTZ-TV 
5 Television Drive 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901-7252  
(518) 561-5555x557  
jtmoore@hearst .com 

Testing Chairperson: 
Dr. Michael Brown 
Department of Geosciences 
Mississippi State University 
P .O . Box 5448 
Mississippi State, MS 39762-5448 
(662) 325-2906 
mike .brown@msstate .edu 

Public Relations Chairperson: 
Betsy Kling 
WKYC-TV 
1333 Lakeside Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44114-1159 
(216) 344-3407 
betsykling@wkyc .com 

Workshop Program Chairperson: 
Mike Goldberg
mike@mike-goldberg .com

Education Committee Co-Chairs: 
Eleanor Vallier-Talbot 
168 Hart St . Unit 65 
Taunton MA  02780-3746 
508-823-1900 x416 
eleanor .vallier-talbot@noaa .gov 

Jeffrey S. Tongue 
32 17th Ave . 
Ronkonkoma NY 11779-6251 
631-924-0593 x224 
jeffrey .tongue@noaa .gov 

Information Technology Committee: 
Mike Coyne 
300 Honor Way 
Madison, AL 35758-6280 
(256) 890-8505 
Mike .Coyne@noaa .gov

Membership and Marketing 
Committee: 
John Gordon 
6201 Theiler Lane 
Louisville, KY 40229 
(502) 969-8842 
John .Gordon@noaa .gov 

Nominating Committee: 
Dr . Patrick S . Market 
University of Missouri at Columbia 
Dept of Soil, Environmental & 
Atmospheric Sciences 
331 ABNR Building 
Columbia, MO 65211-7250 
(573) 882-1496     
marketp@missouri .edu

Professional Development 
Committee: 
Kenneth F. Carey 
Noblis 
Center for Sustainability:  Earth, Energy 
and Climate 
3150 Fairview Park Drive South, MS 
F530 
Falls Church, VA 22042-4519 
(703) 610-1933 
Kenneth .Carey@noblis .org 

Publications Committee: 
Jeff Craven 
W296 Young Road  
Eagle, WI 53119-1902 
(262) 965-5061x766 
jeffrey .craven@noaa .gov 

Remote Sensing Committee: 
Ralph R. Ferraro 
ESSIC University of Maryland Research 
Park M Square 
5825 University Research Court 
Suite 4001 
College Park, MD 20740-3823 
(301) 405-0893 
Ralph .R .Ferraro@noaa .gov 

Societal Impacts of  Weather and 
Climate Committee: 
Kevin Barjenbruch 
2242 West North Temple 
Salt Lake City, UT 84116 
801-524-5113 
Kevin .Barjenbruch@noaa .gov 

Specialized Operational Services 
Committee Chair: 
Richard J. Okulski 
7777 Walnut Grove Road OM-1 
Memphis, TN 38120 
(901) 544-0411 
Richard .Okulski@noaa .gov 

2010 NWA Committee Chairs
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Strategic Planning Committee: 
Mike Vescio 
2001 NW 56th Drive
Pendleton, OR 97801
541-276-7832
Michael .Vescio@noaa .gov

Weather Analysis and Forecasting 
Committee: 
Dr. Sam Ng 
Metropolitan State University 
PO Box 173362   Campus Box 22
Denver, CO  80217-3362 
303-556-8399
sng1@mscd .edu

The Three Rivers Chapter of the NWA 
selected 20 students to attend the NWA 
Annual Meeting in Norfolk, Va ., from 
Oct . 16 - 22 . Students were competitively 
selected to attend by submitting their 
resume and a cover letter to the department 
professors . The students attended a 
number of sessions and Michael Kochasic, 
Chad Kachinko and Carl Halye presented 
their research during the Student Poster 
Session .

From October to December, the 
Chapter	 worked	 on	 organizing	 colloquia	
speakers for its meetings . Mike DeFino, 
chair of the speakers committee, contacted 
five	 speakers	 to	 visit	 during	 the	 spring	
2010 semester . Brian Fagan, author of 
“The Great Warming,” will visit April 13; 
Neil Barton spoke at the February meeting . 
Brian Fuchs, Patrick Taylor and Greg 
Stumpf will each speak at spring meetings . 

Visiting speakers 
provide students 
an invaluable 
opportunity to make 
contacts and learn 
about options for 
their professional 
futures . 
 Our Chapter’s 
annual event, 
StormFest, took 
place Feb . 26 - 27 at 
the Carnegie Science 
Center in Pittsburgh, 
Penn . StormFest is 
an event the students 
plan for elementary 
and middle schools 
around the area to 
attend . Younger 
students learned 
about weather 
and related topics 
through interactive 
activities . Brittany 
Petraraca, the 
S t o r m F e s t 
committee chair, 
started working 
planning the event 
last September . 
Students in the 
Chapter have all 
collected empty 
water bottles, paper 

towel tubes and a number of other supplies 
for the event’s activities . 

Every year, students in our Chapter 
participate in a Yankee Candle fundraiser . 
This is our biggest fundraiser . Students 
work hard to sell candles, especially close 
to the holidays, to raise money for our 
Chapter . 

Broadcast meteorology majors 
have been busy with CUTV (California 
University of Pennsylvania Television) . 
This is our Chapter’s very own television 
station that broadcasts locally . Students 
make their own forecast and broadcast it 
in our own studio . They get a very hands-
on learning experience using computers 
and graphics . 

The Educational Outreach Committee 
visited a record number of elementary 
and middle schools in the area in October, 
November and December . The students 
put together their own presentations on 
a weather related subject and presented it 
to	science	classes.	For	the	first	time,	they	
did a presentation for an assembly for a 
large group of students . Caitlin Lawrence, 
committee chair for education outreach, 
is responsible for contacting schools and 
scheduling visits . The Committee has really 
gotten our Chapter out in our community, 
and more schools are becoming interested 
in having our students give presentations . 

On Dec . 10, 2009, the Chapter 
held our annual Winter Social Event at 
the Meadows Raceland and Casino in 
Washington, Penn . Students enjoyed a 
private room with four bowling lanes and 
pizza.	This	event	is	great	because	it	helps	
students get to know each other and the 
professors . Announced at this event was 
the election of our new President Mike 
DeFino, as the last President, Matt Owens 
graduated in December . 

Throughout the month of November, 
students prepared for the AMS Annual 
Meeting in Atlanta, Ga . Once again, 
students were competitively selected to 
attend by submitting their resume and 
cover letter to the department professors . 
Eighteen students were selected to attend . 
Our Chapter was named the AMS Chapter 
of	 the	 Year	 for	 the	 first	 time,	 for	 2008-
2009, and received the award in Atlanta . 

Lindsay Rice 
Meteorology Club Secretary

Three Rivers Chapter News

Paper from page 1

Forecasting, Flood Monitoring Systems (ALERT, 
USGS), Flooding Basics, Media, Public Warning, 
Awareness, & Education, and Storm Surge 
Events . Track 2: Modeling and Inundation, 
Data Assessment, Digital Elevation Models, 
GIS, Rainfall Predictive Models, and Hydrology 
and Hydraulic Models . Track 3: Floodplain 
Management, Flood Impacts, Infrastructure, 
Insurance and Loss Mitigation, Mitigation: Legal 
Issues - Post Disaster, Response and Recovery, and 
Watershed Management . Track 4: Environmental 
Impacts,	 Hazards,	 Land	 Use	 and	 Development	
Impacts, and Water Quality . OTHER TOPICS: 
Preparing for Future Floods and Global Events . 
      Abstracts are being sought for oral presentations 
and posters covering a wide range of topics . To be 
considered for placement in the program, please 
submit your abstract to wrc@wxresearch .org or 
upload at http://www .wxresearch .com/nfw/call .
html on or before 28 April 2010 . 
 All conference presenters are required to pay the 
appropriate conference registration fee . For abstract 
submission details or other information, please 
reference the conference Web site at: 
http://www.nationalfloodworkshop.net . 
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with cold conditions that have limited snowmelt this season, 
has	created	a	high	risk	of	major	flooding	across	much	of	the	Red	
River Valley covering the Dakotas, Minnesota and Iowa . And 
above	average	flood	risk	conditions	cover	much	of	the	U.S.	east	
of the Rockies . Of course, amounts and distribution of rainfall 
this spring in these threat areas will modulate the severity of 
flooding.

	 As	flooding	threatens	the	north,	severe	convection	will	begin	
to ramp up across the Plains, Midwest and Eastern U .S . However, 
since Jan . 1, this severe season has been muted . According to 
running statistics maintained by the Storm Prediction Center’s 
Greg Carbin on his Warning and Coordination Meteorologist 
(WCM) Web site (http://www .spc .noaa .gov/wcm), so far in 
2010, the daily count of convective severe reports overall is 
down appreciably compared to the average number of reports 
received .

Preliminary NWS storm reports as of March 16, show 56 
tornadoes have been reported compared with the past 5-year 
average (Jan . 1-March 16) of 210 . Similarly, wind damage reports 
this year are down: 241 compared to the 5-year average of 935 . 
A similar trend is found in hail: 257 reports this year (through 
March 16) compared to the 5-year average for the same period 
of 747 .  However, not all of this reduction in hail reports can be 
attributed to a reduced number of severe thunderstorms so far 
this season . As a reminder, starting Jan . 5, the NWS changed 
the threshold for the diameter of hail to be considered “severe” 
from ¾-inch diameter (penny) to 1-inch diameter (quarter) 
nationwide, so it is expected that fewer severe hail reports will 
be collected .  This may also result in somewhat fewer severe 
thunderstorms warnings being issued for hail . Last year (2009) 
the NWS Central and Western Regions switched to the new 1” 
severe hail diameter criteria . Refer to the following Web site for 
details on this important change: http://www .spc .noaa .gov/
misc/scn09-52_1inch_hail_oper .txt .

Now is a good time to brush up on your severe weather 
meteorology . There are many articles on severe convection 

contained in back issues of the Digest, 
as well as on the NWA’s Electronic 
Journal of Operational Meteorology 
(EJOM) Web site: http://www .nwas .
org/ej/ . COMET has many excellent 
resources on convection on their MetEd 
Web page: http://www .meted .ucar .
edu/ . The MetEd Web site is free to all, 

and offers multi-lingual 
content too . Finally, the 
NWS’ Warning Decision 
Training Branch (WDTB) has much to offer . An 
excellent refresher on WSR-88D radar VCPs 
(Volume Coverage Patterns) can be found on 
WDTB’s Web site: http://www .wdtb .noaa .gov/ . 
    Severe weather doesn’t just happen here . On 
March 6, severe thunderstorms produced large 
hail	and	caused	flash	flooding	in	Australia	around	
the city of Melbourne . As a colleague Down Under 
told	me,	hail	 the	size	of	“lemons”	was	common,	
with some stones measuring up to 10 cm (~4”) 
in diameter .  “YouTube” has lots of video on the 
storms that day; in one,  a Melbourne resident 
pans across their backyard as large hail starts 
falling intensely and starts shattering windows 
of the house . The  Australian Government’s 
Bureau of Meteorology Web site has a short 
meteorological and services review (including 
radar loops) of this event: http://www .bom .
gov .au/inside/services_policy/public/sevwx/
vic/20100603_thunder .shtml . It’s interesting to 
see how they handle the wording and graphical 

display of severe thunderstorms Down Under . The Insurance 
Council of Australia estimates insured claims could easily top 
$700 million making it one of the 10 most costly Australian 
natural disasters of any kind in the past 50 years .

It’s often said, “The more you put into it, the more you get out 
of it .” The backbone of this association is volunteers, and we’re 
organized	 for	 NWA	members	 to	 participate.	 However,	 taking
the	first	step	can	be	tough.	So	here	are	some	ways	that	you	can
volunteer . Attending local NWA chapter meetings is one way . 
For those more experienced in their profession (and perhaps 
far-removed from their student days), offering to present some 
topic at a nearby (one to two hour drive?) local NWA chapter is 
another excellent way to volunteer and share ones’ experience . 
Preparing a paper for presentation at a local, regional or national 
meeting is another way . Volunteering to review articles for the 
Digest or EJOM is another way . Volunteering to help on one of 
our	many	fine	committees	is	another.	So,	to	better	yourself	and	
improve your career options, you need to step up, help and do 
more . 

Finally, a hearty “Job well done!” to the Lyndon State 
College’s NWA Student Chapter for conducting an outstanding 
Northeastern Storm Conference: their 35th! Although I was 
unable to attend, the agenda featured a fantastic list of speakers . 
This is one of the largest student-run weather conferences in the 
country that draws notable speakers from across the country .

Please contact me anytime via email: President@nwas .org

Steve Zubrick
NWA President

PRESIDENT from page 1

WDTB’s Web site: 

with some stones measuring up to 10 cm (~4”) 

Image courtesy NOAA 
Spring 2010 U.S. Flood Risk (as of March 2010) 

Training Branch (WDTB) has much to offer  An 
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Other Meetings, Conferences and 
Special Events

Oct. 2–7: 35th Annual Meeting of the National Weather 
Association 
Scheduled for the  Marriott University Park Hotel in Tucson, 
Ariz.,	abstracts	are	due	by	June	1.	See	www .nwas .org for details . 

Oct. 24-26: The National Flood Workshop 
Sponsored by many agencies including the NWA, this workshop 
will be in Houston, Texas . Abstracts due by April 28 . Submit 
online at www.nationalfloodworkshop.net . E-mail the Weather 
Research Center in Houston at wrc@wxresearch .org for more .

March 29–April 2: 2010 National Hurricane 
Conference
The 32nd annual conference will be at the Orlando Hilton, 
Orlando, Fla . http://www .hurricanemeeting .com/

April 19–20: 21st International Lightning Detection 
Conference 
April 21–22: 3rd International Lightning 
Meteorological Conference

Both conferences will be at the Buena Vista Palace in Orlando, 
Fla . Details are online at: 
http://www .vaisala .com/newsandmedia/events/ildcilmc .html . 

June 2-4: NOAA/NWS Eastern Region Flash Flood 
Conference 
Sponsored by the NOAA/NWS Eastern Region, NOAA/
NWS	Weather	Forecast	Office	in	Binghamton,	NY	and	the	
Susquehanna Flood Forecast and Warning System, the 
conference	is	aimed	at	improving	flash	flood	forecast	and	
warning performance and public action response . It will be at 
the Woodlands Inn and Resort, Wilkes-Barre, Penn . Details at: 

http://www.erh.noaa.gov/bgm/research/ERFFW/ 

Nov. 2-4: 14th Annual Great Divide Workshop
This	workshop	will	be	held	at	the	Crowne	Plaza	in	Billings,	
Mont .  Send abstracts to Wr .Great .Divide .Workshop@noaa .gov 
by Oct . 1 . www.wrh.noaa.gov/byz/greatdivide/welcome.php
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35th NWA Annual Meeting: Oct. 2 to 7, 2010

Our Theme: 
“Fire and Ice: Science and Society,” emphasizing the ongoing and 
emerging interaction between the branches of the weather and water 
enterprise, including the private sector, media, academia and government. 
Topics will include: societal impact research and public policymaker 
interaction with weather forecasters; tropical cyclone forecasting, particularly 
in the eastern Pacific; wildfire forecasting; hydrometeorology, precipitation 
forecasting and 
estimation; innovative 
uses for lightning data; 
winter and severe 
convective storms, 
with emphasis on high 
plains and western 
U.S. geography issues; 
data denial and how 
operational forecasters 
cope with  key data losses; and climate variability and forecasting, particularly 
on the intra-annual level.

Abstract Submission:
The deadline for submissions of abstracts is June 1. Abstracts should 
be sent via the online form on the NWA Web site at: www .nwas .
org/2010abstracts .html. Abstracts will be published in the Meeting 
Agenda as submitted, so please make sure that they have been carefully 
reviewed and edited. If you are unable to submit your abstract via the online 
form, contact the NWA office at (919) 845-1546 or email: exdir@nwas.org. 
Presenters will be notified regarding the disposition of their abstracts by Aug. 
15.  

Annual Meeting Hotel Information:
Marriott Tucson University Park Hotel
www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/tusup-tucson-marriott-university-park/

NWA room rates are as follows: 
Single & Double room rate:  $106.00; Standard Suites: $139.00
Call (800) 228-9290 and request the National Weather Association 2010 
Annual Meeting rate to reserve your room! (Call by Sept. 1 to take advantage 
of our group rate!)

Still Need More?
Annual Meeting Program Committee Chair: Erik Pytlak, Science and 
Operations Officer, NOAA/NWSFO, 520 North Park Ave, Tucson, AZ 85719; 
(520) 670-5156; annualmeeting@nwas.org. 

Broadcaster Workshop Program Chair: Mike Goldberg, PO Box 2491, Glen 
Allen, VA 23058-2491; be: broadcastchair@nwas.org.

For more information on exhibits, special accommodations, registration and 
overall meeting program, visit www.nwas.org, contact the NWA office at (919) 
845-1546 or email exdir@nwas.org.

Where:
Marriott Tucson University Park, in the heart of the University of Arizona , 880 
E. 2nd Street, Tucson, Ariz. 85719 

Professional Development Opportunities:
The 2010 Annual Meeting will include the annual Broadcasters’ Workshop 
and DVD swap, and the 3rd Annual Students’ Session at the University of 
Arizona Student Union – both on Sunday, Oct. 3.  Student presentations 
will be reviewed by the NWA Weather Analysis and Forecasting Committee 
members, and monetary awards will be presented to the best presentations 
and posters in undergraduate and graduate student categories.  The general 
session will be Oct. 4-7, with the annual awards luncheon on Wednesday, 
Oct. 6.
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Supporting and promoting excellence in operational meteorology and related activities since 1975.   

April 15:  Application period ends for NWA David Sankey 
Minority  Scholarship

April 21-22:  International Lightning Meteorological 
Conference, Orlando, Fla .

May 15:  Application period ends for NWA AccuWeather and 
Scofield	Scholarships

June 2-4:  NOAA/NWS Eastern Region Flash Flood 
Conference, Wilkes-Barre, Penn .

June 21-27:  Lightning Safety Awareness Week

Oct . 2-7:  35th National Weather Association Annual Meeting, 
Tucson,	Ariz.

Oct . 24-26:  National Flood Workshop, Houston, Texas

See page 7 for more Professional Development Opportunities!
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Daniel Pollak of Langhorne, Penn ., has been 
awarded	the	first	NWA	Cassens/Phillips	Family	

Undergraduate Scholarship in Meteorology .
A junior at Pennsylvania State University, Daniel 

has a passion and interest in all facets of meteorology .  
He is taking a wide variety of meteorology classes in 
which he has earned a GPS of 3 .92 .  His undergraduate 
academic goal is to experience the breath of the science, 
helping to combine all of his interests, diversify his 
outlook, and prepare him for more focused graduate 
school studies . 

As is the case with all NWA scholarship winners, Daniel 
doesn’t just excel in the classroom . He has participated in several 
exciting and challenging projects and activities . He spent part of 
the summer of 2009 at NCAR-National Center for Atmospheric 
Research	 studying	 flash	 flood	 risks	 in	 southwestern	Missouri.		
He also attained a research position with the Pennsylvania 
State	Climatologist’s	office	and	also	worked	in	the	State	College	

National	 Weather	 Service	 office.	 	 If	 that	 was	 not	
enough high caliber extracurricular experiences, he 
was a member of a group of Penn State students who 
studied	 Volcanism	 and	 Evolution	 at	 a	 field	 school	 in	
Northern	Tanzania.	The	course	emphasized	many	field	
and	 laboratory	 techniques	 which	 made	 him	 realize	
how much he enjoyed the process and excitement of 
conducting research
 The NWA Cassens/Phillips Family 
Undergraduate Scholarship for Meteorology is offered 
by Kathryn and Ryan Phillips of Hollywood, Fla ., and 

their extended family . It is supported by Sharon and Eddie 
Cassens of Spokane, Wash ., and Patricia Phillips of Zanesville, 
Ohio . 

The NWA Education Committee received seven applications 
from outstanding students from across the country for this 
scholarship award .  Best Wishes to all individuals who applied 
and a huge congratulations again to Daniel Pollak!
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