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Cyclone Nargis Striking Myanmar
May 2, 2008
06:45 UTC
The MODIS on the Aqua
satellite captured this of image
Cyclone Nargis traveling over
Myanmar, with the storm’s
well-defined eye visible just off
the western coast. When the
storm made landfall at Cape
Negrais, Nargis had sustained
winds of up to 130 mph and
gusts of 150-160 mph, making
the storm a strong Category 3
or minimal Category 4.
Jeff Schmaltz
MODIS Land Rapid
Response Team
NASA GSFC

President’s Message
Where would be without
volunteers? Yes, I know this is
a rhetorical question, yet, our
existence as an organization
and to a greater extent, as a
human society is more reliant
than ever upon the time and
resources of an unpaid army of
dedicated souls. In this era of
tightening budgets and stretched
resources, the National Weather
Association is certainly blessed to find
a cadre of dedicated volunteers among
its membership of more than 3,000.
I am grateful to each and every one of
you for the countless hours you commit
to the vision of the National Weather
Association. There is something truly
inspirational about working with a group
of people whose timecard will never be
submitted. Thank you!
I invite you to stroll over to the NWA
home page with me and take a look at
the menu along the left-side margin. You

will notice it is populated by
an extensive list of activities,
publications, resources and
links to our 13 committees
which range from Aviation
Meteorology
to
Weather
Analysis & Forecasting. The
Awards Committee, chaired
by Dan McCarthy, consists
of 11 volunteers who work
exceptionally hard to evaluate
nominees for the more than one dozen
annual awards. These awards recognize
the meritorious service of our members
or those in the field of meteorology
(in the case of a group award) whose
actions promote excellence in operational
meteorology and related activities.
Individual award descriptions as well as
nomination procedures and links to last
year’s award winners is online at www.
nwas.org/awards/index.php).
Continued page 2
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When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors
Lightning Awareness Week:
See back for details!

Crunch Time: Nominations Period Ends July 1
ation Now
Make our Nomin
...
Y

. . . or

The National Weather Association
Annual Awards Program recognizes the
professional as well as the volunteer. The
emphasis is on the people who perform
the day-to-day tasks of providing
meteorological
information
and
weather support services to the public.
Presentation of the 2008 annual awards
for will be at the NWA Annual Meeting in
October.
Award categories and complete details
of the awards criteria are on our Web
site. Nominations may be up to two
pages long with a maximum or three
supporting letters of endorsement.
Submit your nomination along with an
award cover sheet – available at www.
nwas.org/awards/awardnomination.pdf
or from the NWA office – to the following
address:

the cloc
k gets it!

Mail nominations by
July 1, 2008
to be considered this year!

NWA Awards Committee;
Daniel McCarthy, Chairperson
228 West Millbrook Road
Raleigh, NC 27609-4304

Latest NWA Weathercaster Seals of Approval Awarded
The following NWA members were granted the NWA Broadcaster’s Seal of Approval
in April. Please join us in congratulating each one of these individuals on this important
accomplishment!
The first two Seal numbers indicate the year the seal was awarded; the next two
numbers the month it was awarded, and the last three numbers are a successive number
(numbers began with 101).
Seal Number
0804959
0804960
0804961
0804962
0804963

Name
Jessica Foster
Kristie Kubovic
Joseph G. Murgo
Jeffrey A. Muniz
Ted Pretty

Station
WMBB-TV
WLEX-TV
WTAJ TV WEATHER
WEEK-TV
KVVU-TV FOX5

Location
Panama City, Fla.
Lexington, Ky.
Altoona, Pa.
East Peoria, Ill.
Henderson, Nev.

Mizzou Chapter News
During the February meeting of the
University of Missouri-Columbia AMS
and NWA Meteorology Club, members
discussed housekeeping items like
t-shirt designs, dates for their banquet,
applications for the Campus Weather
Service and upcoming events.
Meteorologist Ryan Cutter from
the NOAA/NWS in Pleasant Hill, Mo.,
gave a presentation on the duties of the
NWS, how to get a job there and possible
volunteer and internship opportunities.
He covered the STEP and SCEP programs
and discussed steps to apply for these
opportunities.
During the March meeting, officer
positions were advertised for next year,
upcoming events were announced, t-shirt
designs were gathered and the banquet
was again discussed.
Dr. Tony Lupo announced the Storm
Chase Team has received $500 in funding
for equipment and hopes to receive another
$1000 soon. He also announced he will
take the position of Soil, Environmental
and Atmospheric Science department
head for next year.
Officer applications were due before
spring break; applicants gave speeches at
the April meeting.
Madison Burnett
Secretary

The bolt
of lightning
in the center of the
NWA logo symbolizes the
need for giving attention to
weather and how it affects
everything on our
planet.

President’s Message continued
Many of these awards are achievement
or service based; some recognize an
individual, others are group oriented.
Our reliance on the critical role played
by the operational community in saving
lives during a weather disaster can never
be overstated as the devastating tornado
outbreaks of Feb. 5, and May 1-2 of this
year remind us. It was just one year ago
that a 1.7 mile-wide tornado destroyed
the town of Greensburg, Kan. Eleven of
the 1,500 residents perished as winds
2

estimated as high as 205 mph ripped
through the heart of this small community.
Mike Umscheid received the Operational
Achievement Award in Reno this past
October for his exceptional warning and
call to action statements during the May
4, 2007 Kansas tornado outbreak. These
events prompt me to ask you to consider
nominating a colleague, a mentor, or
a chapter for recognition at the 2008
annual meeting in Louisville. We owe
a debt of gratitude to those individuals
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who go beyond the job description.
Remember, award nominations are due
July 1st which is not that far away! Again,
please consider nominating a deserving
individual or group.
Thank you for your continued support
of the National Weather Association.
Please contact me with any suggestions,
ideas or concerns at President@nwas.org.
I look forward to hearing from you!
John Scala
President

33rd NWA Annual Meeting: Tornados & Wind & Radar, oh my!
The National Weather Association’s 33rd Annual Meeting will be held at the

Galt House Hotel & Suites, on the waterfront in downtown Louisville, Ky.

Program

October 11-16, 2008
Hotel

The 2008 Annual Meeting will consist of 16 oral and poster
sessions including three historical weather sessions. Topics
targeted include Weather Hazards (Intense Cold & Heat, and
Wind), Tropical Weather, Ensemble Prediction & Pattern
Recognition, Instrumentation & Techniques (Radar, Satellite,
Observations and Mesonet), Severe Weather (Tornadoes,
Wind and Hail, Lightning, and Cool Season Tornadoes),
Winter Weather, HAZMAT & Emergency Response, Weather
and Societal Impacts, Flooding, and much more!
Additionally, the inaugural NWA Student Session (Oct. 12)
will focus on preparing graduates for the highly competitive
job market. The NWA will also offer for the first time a
student poster session scheduled to follow both broadcaster
and student sessions to facilitate discussion between both.

The Schedule

Saturday, Oct.11:
• On-site registration begins
• Training may be offered by corporate members
• Exhibits will set up
• Seventh Annual Golf Outing to benefit the NWA
Scholarship Fund
Sunday, Oct. 12:
• WEATHER BROADCASTER WORKSHOPS including
special presentations, exhibits and hands-on workshops
appropriate to continuing education for weathercasters
(open to all interested parties)
• Inaugural NWA Student Session
• The annual TAPE SWAP (in the evening)
Monday – Thursday, October 13 - 16:
ANNUAL MEETING GENERAL SESSIONS
• Including a mix of formal presentations, poster sessions,
training workshops, exhibits and panel discussions
on a wide variety of topics relating to OPERATIONAL
meteorology, hydrology, weather broadcasting, new
research applications, user concerns and the main theme.
• Student presentations will be reviewed by the NWA
Weather Analysis and Forecasting Committee members;
monetary awards will be presented to the best in
undergraduate and graduate student categories
Wednesday, Oct. 15:
The NWA Annual Awards Luncheon

Abstracts

The deadline for submissions of abstracts is June 1, 2008;
however, late submissions will be considered. Abstracts
should be send via the online form on the NWA Web site at:
www.nwas.org/2008abstracts.html.

Utilizing Our Past
to Improve Our Future

The Galt House, located at 140 N. Fourth St., Louisville, Ky.,
40202, is a full-service hotel and convention center. Located
in the heart of a revitalized downtown Louisville, many
attractions and restaurants are within easy walking distance.
Hotel information available at: www.galthouse.com .
The hotel offers two room options: “Deluxe Rooms” in the
West Tower ($97 per night*) and “Suites” in the East Tower
($130 per night*). The towers are connected by a wide,
indoor walkway.
For both types of
lodging, up to four
people may be
accommodated for
an additional charge
of $10 per night per
person.
For phone reservations, call (800) 843-4258 and
request the National Weather Association 2008 group rate.
A credit card number will be requested but no charges will be
made at the time of the reservation.
For online reservations, visit www.galthouse.com, go to
“Reservations” and follow the directions for making group
reservations. The ID Number to use for this meeting is
829545.
* To obtain the NWA discount rate, reserve your
hotel room NO LATER THAN Sept. 10, 2008.

Contacts for suggestions & to volunteer

Annual Meeting Program Committee Chair
John Gordon
Meteorologist-In-Charge at the NOAA/NWS Forecast Office
6201 Theiler Lane
Louisville, KY 40229
annualmeeting@nwas.org.; (502) 969-8842
Broadcaster Workshop Program Chair
Bryan Karrick
KCCI-TV Meteorologist
888 Ninth Street
Des Moines, Iowa 50309
bkarrick@hearst.com
Please monitor our Web site, www.nwas.org, for
information on exhibits, special accommodations,
registration and the overall meeting program. A
preliminary agenda is expected to be online in August as
well as published in the Newsletter.
Registration information should be available in June. Feel
free to contact the NWA Ofﬁce for details.

NPOESS Preparatory Project ~ New Products for Research and Operations
In the next decade, weather forecasters, climate researchers,
and decision-makers will rely on the National Polar-orbiting
Operational Environmental Satellite System (NPOESS) to meet
many of their needs for remotely-sensed, Earth science data
and information. NPOESS will replace the heritage National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Polarorbiting Operational Environmental Satellites (POES) and
Department of Defense (DoD) Defense Meteorological Satellite
Program (DMSP) spacecraft with a single operational satellite
system to provide global environmental observations. NPOESS
builds on research and technology development by the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) demonstrated
through their Earth Observing System (EOS) missions.
To ensure a successful transition from current research to
future operations, the tri-agency NPOESS Integrated Program
Office (IPO) and NASA are partners in the NPOESS Preparatory
Project (NPP) that is scheduled for launch in 2010 as a precursor
to NPOESS. NPP will accomplish two key objectives: (1) reduce
final development risks for NPOESS by providing on-orbit
testing, calibration, and validation of sensors, algorithms, and
ground-based operations and data processing systems prior to
the launch of NPOESS-C1 in 2013; and (2) provide continuity
of calibrated, validated, and geo-located NASA EOS Terra,
Aqua, and Aura global imaging and sounding observations.
NPP will test the on-orbit performance of the primary NPOESS
sensors, and will validate the ground system design for receiving,
processing, and distributing data and products. NOAA, DoD,
and NASA will have real-time access to data from NPP for use
and critical evaluation, ensuring that NPOESS products will be
incorporated into operations soon after launch.

NPP will carry the following advanced imaging and sounding
instruments: Visible/Infrared Imager Radiometer Suite (VIIRS);
Cross-track Infrared Sounder (CrIS); Advanced Technology
Microwave Sounder (ATMS); Ozone Mapping and Profiler
Suite (OMPS); and Clouds and the Earth’s Radiant Energy
System (CERES). NPP will be launched into an afternoon, sunsynchronous polar-orbit (1330 local time ascending node) to
reduce the risk of a data gap between the last POES (NOAA-N’)
and the first NPOESS spacecraft. The satellite will be commanded
from the NPOESS Mission Management Center at NOAA’s
Satellite Operations Facility (NSOF) through a ground station
located at Svalbard, Norway. Svalbard is located at high enough
latitude (78 degrees north) to be able to “see” and downlink data
from all 14 daily NPP satellite passes, so there will be no “blind”
orbits as currently occurs with POES. The global stored mission
data from NPP will be transmitted from Svalbard within minutes
to the U.S. The Svalbard ground station will improve data latency
(time from observation by the satellite to availability of processed
data) from NPP compared to the ~120-180 minute data latency
from POES and DMSP. When NPOESS-C1 launches in 2013,
a globally distributed network of ground stations will be used
to deliver 95 percent of the processed data within 28 minutes
from the time of on-orbit collection. This dramatic, four-tofive fold improvement in data latency from NPOESS will lead
to significant improvements in forecasts produced by numerical
weather prediction (NWP) models.
Data from NPP will be processed into about 25 separate
Environmental Data Records (EDRs) and higher level products
at the NSOF and the Air Force Weather Agency (AFWA). NPP
will also support real-time Direct Broadcast (DB) services. The
instruments on NPP will demonstrate the utility of improved

(a)

(b)

Figure 1. MODIS true color image of southern California taken on 23 October 2007. (a) Huge outbreaks of what appears to be smoke
(bluish white) from southern California ﬁres. (b) The dust enhancement applied to the same image shows that some of what looked like
smoke is really dust (red) picked up by strong Santa Ana winds and blown offshore.
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imaging and sounding data in short-term weather “nowcasting”
and forecasting and in other oceanic and terrestrial applications.
Details on the five separate instruments that will be ﬂown on NPP
are provided in the longer version of this article that is posted on
the web site for the NWA Remote Sensing Committee (http://
www.nwas.org/committees/rs/train.html).
The visible and near infrared channels on VIIRS will be used
to generate high resolution cloud imagery, ocean color, sea ice,
aerosols, vegetation and land surface type products. The shortto long-wave infrared channels will provide data to derive cloud
properties (cloud type, cloud particle size, cloud top height,
cloud top temperature), snow cover, sea surface temperature,
and fires. Multi-channel algorithms will combine visible and
infrared data to generate measurements such as albedo that is
important in measuring and understanding the Earth’s energy
balance. These multi-spectral capabilities will allow users to
accurately detect phenomena such as volcanic ash plumes and
discriminate low clouds from fog that may significantly impact
aircraft operations.
The U.S. Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) in Monterey,
Calif., pioneered multi-spectral techniques for NASA’s Moderate
Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) on the EOS
Terra and Aqua missions in support of military operations in
the Middle East and Southwest Asia. NRL, Fleet Numerical
Meteorology and Oceanography Center (FNMOC), and AFWA
are currently using real-time multi-spectral images from MODIS
to monitor and predict dust storms, map low clouds at night, and
derive other operational products. For example, Figure 1a is a
MODIS true color image of fires in southern California. Multispectral enhancements of the same image reveal areas of dust
plumes caused by strong Santa Ana winds rather than smoke
from wildland fires, as shown in Figure 1b. These techniques
will be transitioned to VIIRS that will have imaging capabilities
very similar to MODIS. Figure 2 is a night-time image created
as a composite from DMSP Operational Linescan System (OLS)
and Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite (GOES)
infrared imagery that allows a forecaster to discriminate among
low clouds, high clouds, and snow cover at night. With VIIRS,
this type of operational product will be produced from a single
instrument. The high spatial resolution, large swath, and
accuracy of VIIRS will provide current operational users with
new opportunities in the NPP/NPOESS era.
Higher (spatial, temporal, and spectral) resolution and
more accurate sounding data from CrIS and ATMS will support
continuing advances in data assimilation systems and NWP
models to improve short- to medium-range weather forecasts.
Assimilation of high-spectral resolution radiance data from
NASA’s Atmospheric Infrared Sounder (AIRS) into NWP models
at NOAA’s National Centers for Environmental Prediction
(NCEP) has already resulted in a several hour increase in
forecast skill/range at five to six days in both northern and
southern hemispheres, a significant improvement that normally
takes several years to accomplish. CrIS will produce operational
sounding data comparable to AIRS. VIIRS will deliver high
resolution, radiometrically accurate data on surface albedo, land
surface type, sea surface temperature, snow cover, and ice extent
for ingesting into global and regional models. OMPS will profile
ozone vertically in 3 km layers to provide better specification of
stratospheric ozone that is now being used as a tracer in global
NWP models.

Figure 2. Snow cover over south Texas from a storm that
occurred on Christmas Eve 2004. This product is a nighttime
image constructed for 25 December 2004 that was created from a
synthesis of DMSP OLS nighttime visible data and GOES infrared
data. Cities are shown in yellow; low clouds in pink/red; high
clouds in cyan; and snow cover in white. This type of product can
only be simulated today from multiple instruments. In the VIIRS
era, this nighttime imagery product will be generated routinely
from a single instrument.

High resolution, multi-spectral instruments on NPP and
NPOESS will provide image and sounding products useful to
the forecaster that aren’t available from geostationary satellites.
NASA’s Short-term Prediction Research and Transition (SPoRT)
Center has been demonstrating the utility of higher resolution
measurements from polar-orbiting satellites by providing
real-time data and products from NASA’s MODIS and AIRS
instruments to National Weather Service (NWS) forecasters
on an experimental basis to improve short-term weather
forecasts. NPP will maintain continuity of high-resolution data
from NASA’s EOS missions during the transition to NPOESS.
NPP data will be available in a timeframe consistent with the
projected installation of the next generation Advanced Weather
Information Processing System (AWIPS) at NWS forecast
offices.
Even as data from NASA’s MODIS and AIRS instruments
are being used to support current operations, we are preparing
weather forecasters and other users of remote sensing data to
exploit NPP and NPOESS data as soon as these new systems
launch. Over the past six years, the Cooperative Program for
Operational Meteorology, Education and Training (COMET) has
focused its satellite training on the capabilities, applications, and
relevance of NPP and NPOESS to operational weather forecasters
and other user communities. The goal is to stimulate greater
use of current and future satellite observations and products in
operational weather forecasting. COMET has developed and
published over 20 training modules on topics such as: Imaging
with NPOESS VIIRS - A Convergence of Technologies and
Experience; Microwave Remote Sensing – Overview; Multispectral Satellite Applications - Monitoring the Wildland Fire
Cycle; The SPoRT Center - Infusing NASA Technology into NWS
Continued page 7
May 2008 ~ Newsletter
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In Memoriam
Dr.
George
P.
Cressman
(1919-2008), passed away on April
17, 2008.
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)/
National Weather Service/National
Centers for Environmental Prediction
(NCEP) Director Dr. Louis Uccellini
provided the following information on
Dr. Cressman and his contributions to
meteorology:
Dr. Cressman (1919-2008) was
one of the early leaders in numerical
weather prediction and was actively
engaged with the early pioneers in
their efforts to predict weather patterns
on the earliest main frame computers.
As a civilian consultant for the Air
Weather Service at Andrews Air Force
Base in the early 1950s, Dr. Cressman
was involved in the planning that
led to the establishment of the Joint
Numerical Weather Prediction Unit
(JNWPU), sponsored by the Navy, Air
Force and the Weather Bureau in 1954.
The JNWPU was formally created in
1954 with Dr. Cressman named as the
first Director. He led the JNWPU until
1958.
In 1958, the JNWPU was
transformed into separate centers to
serve the Navy, Air Force and civilian
requirements leading to the creation
of the National Meteorological Center
(NMC). Dr. Cressman became the first
Director of the NMC, the forerunner of
today’s NCEP. He served as the NMC
Director until 1964 when he moved
to the Headquarters of the Weather
Bureau, becoming Director of the
Weather Bureau on September 1, 1965.
During his tenure he supervised the
transformation of the Weather Bureau to
the National Weather Service, following
the creation of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration in
1970. He served as Director of the
NWS until his retirement in 1978, and
worked to ensure the full integration of
the numerical weather prediction into
the forecast process, with model output
delivered to, and used by, National
Centers, local forecast offices and the

general meteorology community. He
returned to NMC after his retirement as
a rehired annuitant and inspired another
generation of scientists with his love of
the weather and his forecasting skills.
Another former Director of NCEP, Dr.
Ronald McPherson, stated that he always
found it interesting that Dr. Cressman
introduced himself as the former Director
of NMC, not as the former Director of
the NWS, indicating the satisfaction he
must have gained from his many years
at NMC and his role in the historical
transformation of the forecast process
based on numerical prediction.
The following paragraphs are excerpts
taken from an article written by Matt
Schudel of the Washington Post:
In the late 1940s, meteorologists were
among the first scientists attempting to
harness the new technology of computers.
They had little sustained success until
Dr. Cressman was named director of
the federal Joint Numerical Weather
Prediction Unit in Suitland in 1954. Using
an IBM 701 computer, he recorded the
weather conditions at equally spaced
points around the world, then devised
a program that allowed the computer
to produce forecasts derived from the
cumulative data.
“At the time, that was a major
breakthrough,” said Ron McPherson,
executive director emeritus of the
American Meteorological Society. “Before
that was done, forecasting was mostly an
art” based on extrapolations from handdrawn weather charts.
“When computers came in, forecasting
became much more of a science,”
McPherson added. “It started, literally, a
revolution in forecasting.”
“He really, truly was a giant in
meteorology,” said Richard E. Hallgren,
who succeeded Dr. Cressman as National
Weather Service director. “Worldwide,
he was extraordinarily well known. He is
one of the few who have contributed to so
many things.”
In 1955, one year after Dr. Cressman
began to concentrate on applying
computers to meteorology, the Weather
Bureau (renamed the National Weather

Photo Courtesy of the Washington Post
Service in 1970) was issuing its first
computer-generated forecasts. The
“Cressman Analysis” or “Cressman
Method,” as it became known, greatly
refined forecasting methods and
gave rise to what meteorologists call
“numerical weather prediction.”
“That is an achievement that, I
think, 100 years from now he’ll still be
known for,” Hallgren said.

Editor’s Note:
As a young meteorologist assigned
to
National
Weather
Service
Headquarters in the mid-1970s, I
would on rare occasions be invited to
sit in on meetings with Dr. Cressman.
It was evident to me that during long
policy or administrative discussions, he
was much more interested in the north
wall of his office than in the mundane
issues at hand. The wall was totally
covered with the latest NMC analyses
and forecast charts and it certainly
seemed that he derived much more
pleasure from trying to understand the
atmosphere than the bureaucracy of
Washington.
Steve Harned

Information on the Cressman Analysis is located at www.asp.ucar.edu/colloquium/1992/notes/part1/node119.html
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2008 Professional Development Opportunities
AMS Short Course on Dual-Polarization Weather Radar: Fundamentals and Applications: June 25
This AMS Short Course will precede the 36th Conference on Broadcast Meteorology to be held in Denver, Colo. Learn more at
www.ametsoc.org/MEET/fainst/200836broadcast.html.
36th Conference on Broadcast Meteorology: June 26-29
Sponsored by the American Meteorological Society, and organized by the AMS Board of Broadcast Meteorology, this
conferences will be held in Denver, Colo. Go to www.ametsoc.org/MEET/fainst/200836broadcast.html for more information.
2008 American Association of State Climatologists Annual Meeting: July 7-10
Scheduled at the Sheraton Burlington Hotel/Conference Center in Burlington, Vt. Details online at: www.stateclimate.org.
2008 Air Weather Association Reunion: Aug. 6-10
The reunion will be at the Best Western Tacoma Dome Hotel, Tacoma, Wash. (Hotel phone: (800) 973-7110). For more
information go to www.airweaassn.org or contact Don Farrington (cdfcsf@aol.com) or Kevin Lavin (airweaassn@aol.com).
12th High Plains Conference: Sept. 4-5
The 12th High Plains Conference will be held in Hays, Kan. The High Plains Chapter of the AMS/NWA sponsors it. Paper
abstract can be submitted to David.L.Floyd@noaa.gov. Watch www.highplains-amsnwa.org for details.
12th Annual Great Divide Workshop: Oct. 7-9
Sponsored by the NOAA/NWS Forecast Offices in Billings and Glasgow, the Workshop will be in Billings, Mont. More
information online at www.wrh.noaa.gov/byz/local_news/2008/divide08.php?wfo=byz or call (406) 652-0851.
33rd NWA Annual Meeting: Oct. 11 - 16
See page 3 for all the logistics! Note – abstracts due June 1, 2008 (http://www.nwas.org/2008abstracts.html)
8th NOAA Satellite Direct Readout Conference: Dec. 8-12
This NOAA organized conference will be held in Miami, Fla., and will provide information regarding the direct readout
from meteorological and environmental satellites and prepare users for upcoming changes to both satellite series. More
information can be found at: http://directreadout.noaa.gov/miami08/ Send abstracts via email to nesdis.dro.conference@
noaa.gov Note - abstracts are due July 1, 2008.
NPOESS continued
WFOs; and NexSat: Preparing
Users for the NPOESS/VIIRS
Era. A complementary training
effort is hosted by NRL Monterey
on their NRL/NPOESS Next
Generation Weather Satellite
Demonstration Project (NexSat)
website. NexSat uses real-time
imagery from current operational
(e.g, POES and DMSP) and
research (e.g., NASA’s EOS Terra
and Aqua) satellites to highlight
the expected capabilities of
comparable sensors on the future
NPP and NPOESS. The common
goal of the COMET, NRL/NexSat,
and SPoRT Center efforts is to
ensure that forecasters and other
users will be prepared to use
data and products from NPP and
NPOESS on Day 1 of operations.
Craig Nelson and Tom Lee
Remote Sensing Committee

Articles on expected VIIRS imagery capabilities and NPOESS on-line satellite
training:
Lee, T.E., S.D. Miller, F.J. Turk, C. Schueler, R. Julian, S. Deyo, P. Dills, and S. Wang, 2006:
The NPOESS VIIRS Day/Night Visible Sensor. Bull. Amer. Meteor. Soc., 87, 191-199.
http://ams.allenpress.com/archive/1520-0477/87/2/pdf/i1520-0477-87-2-191.pdf
Miller, S.D., J.D. Hawkins, J. Kent, F.J. Turk, T.F. Lee, A.P. Kuciauskas, K. Richardson, R.
Wade, and C. Hoffman, 2006: NexSat: Previewing NPOESS/VIIRS Imagery Capabilities. Bull.
Amer. Meteor. Soc., 87, 433-446. http://ams.allenpress.com/archive/1520-0477/87/4/pdf/
i1520-0477-87-4-433.pdf
Lee, T.F., S.D. Miller, F.J. Turk, J.D. Hawkins, S. Wang, P. Dills, C. Hoffman, G. McWilliams,
G. Mineart, and Z. Jelenak, 2007: NPOESS Online Satellite Training for Users. Bull. Amer.
Meteor. Soc., 88, 13-16.
http://ams.allenpress.com/archive/1520-0477/88/1/pdf/i1520-0477-88-1-13.pdf
Additional Resources
NPP and NPOESS: www.npoess.noaa.gov and http://jointmission.gsfc.nasa.gov/
COMET/NPOESS: www.meted.ucar.edu/npoess.php
NRL/NexSat: www.nrlmry.navy.mil/NEXSAT.html
SPoRT Center: www.ghcc.msfc.nasa.gov/sport/
Remote Sensing Committee: www.nwas.org/committees/rs/
May 2008 ~ Newsletter
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Lightning Safety Awareness Week: June 22 – 28, 2008
When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!

2 Remember

May 25 - 31: Hurricane Preparedness Week
www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/intro.shtml
June 1: Abstracts due for 2008 Annual Meeting
June 15: Meteorological Satellite Award papers due
June 22-28: Lightning Safety Week
www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov
July 1: NWA Annual Awards nominations due
Aug. 1: Sol Hirsch Education Fund Grant applications due
Sept. 10: Last day for Annual Meeting’s hotel group rates
Oct. 11-16: 33rd NWA Annual Meeting, Louisville, KY
See page 7 or www. nwas.org/events.php for details on these
and additional Professional Development Opportunities!
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be especially effective in this
effort. By increasing efforts
to educate the public about
the dangers of lightning, NWA members could substantially
decrease the number of lightning casualties.
Safety information is posted on this Web site page: www.
nwas.org/links/lightning.php to assist members in lightning
safety education activities. Although it would be optimal to
include lightning safety information any time thunderstorms
are predicted, “Lightning Safety Awareness Week,” started
by NOAA’s National Weather Service and its partnering
organizations in the year 2000, occurs during the last full week
in June each year and is a good time to stress lightning safety
education. Lightning safety education is easy, can be highly
effective, costs little, and may make the greatest impact in
decreasing weather-related deaths and injuries.
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The National Weather Association Council of 2003
approved the following policy statement on lightning safety
education and requests the support of the NWA members in its
implementation.
Lightning is an underrated weather hazard. It is the second
leading cause of storm-related deaths in the U.S., exceeded only
by ﬂoods. In an average year, lightning kills more people in the
United States than tornadoes or hurricanes. Of the estimated
1,000 people who are struck by lightning each year in the U.S.,
only 10 percent are killed, but survivors may suffer life-long
disabilities.
The majority of lightning casualties (deaths and injuries)
are preventable. Therefore, all NWA members are encouraged
to proactively educate the public on the threat of lightning and
on lightning safety. Radio and Television weathercasters and
teachers, with their access to large segments of the public, can

