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California University of Pennsylvania (Cal U)

Lindsay Rice, Vice President

I January, 13 student members traveled to Seattle,
nWash., for the 91t AMS Annual Meeting. Three students
presented their research during the student poster session,
and we won third place for our chapter poster. The students
also attended numerous sessions on various topics, and did a
great deal of networking. They were
able to meet with members from
the NWS Pittsburgh office who are
involved in our chapter, as well as
students from other universities and
many professionals. Our chapter also
hosted an alumni social in downtown
Seattle for current and former student
members of the chapter.

Over the winter break, one of our
student members, Cody Frick, visited
his middle and high school as part of
our Educational Outreach Committee
and gave presentations on weather
to a group of about 100 students.
He answered weather questions,
provided fun facts about weather
and talked about our Storm Chase
Field Experience class. In February,
three of our members visited a local
middle school where they gave six
presentations to different age groups
of students. They answered questions
from the students, talked about
natural hazards (also a class offered
by our University) and discussed our
meteorology program and Storm
Chase Field Experience course. This

was a great visit as we reached out toa 1hree Rivers members participating in Storm
Fest, February 25 and 26 at the Carnegie Science

began Center (CSC) in Pittsburgh, Penn.

large group of students.

Chapter members
participating in the Weather Challenge
hosted by the University of Oklahoma beginning in January. Our
Mesoscale Meteorology and Advanced Synoptic Meteorology
classes are required to participate, and all other students are
encouraged to join. This is a great way for students to practice
their forecasting skills and compete with other students at other
institutions.

Student members participated in a fudge sale in December
and January to raise funds for our annual educational outreach
event, Storm Fest, raising approximately $180. Storm Fest took
place on Feb. 25 and 26 at the Carnegie Science Center (CSC)
in Pittsburgh, Pa. On the first day, a number of local schools
attended as a field trip day. On the second day, we set a record

for attendance with 3,123 people. There were 32 student-led
educational booths with earth sciences related activities for kids
of all ages. Nick Walker of The Weather Channel presented two
entertaining singing weather shows to young students. Several
news media stations and newspapers attended and interviewed
some of our chapter members.

We had two speakers visit Cal
U this semester. On Feb. 18, Dr.
Chris Weiss gave a presentation on
the Verification of the Origins of
Rotation in Tornadoes Experiment
2 (VORTEX 2). The visit was a
huge success with so many students
interested in VORTEX 2. On March
24, Steve Zubrick (NWS Sterling, Va.)
visited Cal U and gave a presentation
on his experience working in the
NWS Sterling office and diagnosed
recent severe weather outbreaks
and some MCS events that occurred
around southwest Pennsylvania and
the surrounding region.

Students from our -chapter
that are also members of the Earth
Sciences Council at Cal Uhosted a first
annual Internship Fair on March 2.
The Earth Sciences Council contains
members from each Earth Science
club and is run by the Earth Sciences
Department staff. Each club invited
a few organizations within their field
to set up a table with information on
their organization, including summer
internship opportunities. Our chapter
hosted Fred McMullen, the Warning
Coordination Meteorologist from the
NWS Pittsburgh office.

On March 30, student members participated in the annual
Science Olympiad event that takes place at Cal U every March.
Students from surrounding middle and high schools travel to
Cal U and participate in various science-related activities. We
volunteer to help with activities, registration, assessing event
activities and parking around Cal U. On March 31, members of
our chapter participated in the Advanced SKYWARN® training
class administered by Charlie Woodrum at NWS Pittsburgh.
This training is a pre-requisite for any students taking the Storm
Chase Field Experience course in the summer.

To keep up with our chapter, visit our website at:
http://sai.calu.edu/weather/web-content/index.asp.

The 36™ National Weather Association Annual Meeting

We look forward to seeing you in Birmingham Oct. 15 to 20!
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NWA Sponsored Meetings

Oct. 15-20: 36" National Weather Association
Annual Meeting

The 36" Annual Meeting will be held at the
Wynfrey Hotel in Birmingham, Ala.
www.nwas.org/meetings/nwa2011/

Oct. 20-21: 7" GOES Users’ Conference

This conference will be held in the Wynfrey Hotel
in Birmingham, Ala., with the first day being a
joint meeting with the 36" Annual NWA Meeting.
www.nwas.org/meetings/nwa2011/ and
http://directreadout.noaa.gov/GUC_VII/

Jan. 14, 2012: Minnesota Storm Chasing
Convention

This convention is being cosponsored by the NWA
and many other organizations. It will be at the
Best Western Kelly Inn — Plymouth, Minn.
www.mnstormchasingconvention.com

Feb. 27 — March 1, 2012: 2" National Flood
Workshop

Organized by Weather Research Center (a
private, non-profit education and research
center) in Houston, Texas, it brings together
agencies, emergency managers, academia and
professionals from across the nation to encourage
dialogue on various aspects of flooding. For more
information, visit call Weather Research Center at
713-539-3076, visit www.nationalfloodworkshop.
net or email wrc@wxresearch.org.

Other Meetings & Conferences

Oct. 3 - 5: Ice and Freezing Fog Workshop
Environment Canada will host a workshop on
ice and freezing fog in St. John’s, Newfoundland,
Canada. http://collaboration.cmc.ec.ge.ca/
science/arma/FRAM_ 2

Oct. 31 — Nov. 2: 15" Great Divide Weather
Workshop

NWS Offices in Great Falls and Missoula will
host this workshop. This year’s theme is “Sharing
Innovative Science and Service”.
www.wrh.noaa.gov/wrh/greatdivide/welcome.

php

Jan. 22-26, 2012: 92" Annual AMS Meeting
It will be in New Orleans, La.
www.ametsoc.org/ MEET/annual/

Jan. 22, 2012: AMS Short Course On Art &
Science of Forensic Meteorology

New Orleans, La. Co-organizer is Steve Harned,
NWA Executive Director.
http://annual.ametsoc.org/2012/index.cfm/
programs-and-events/short-courses/ams-
short-course-on-the-art-science-of-forensic-
meteorology
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Exciting News from COMET
Greg Byrd, UCAR/COMET

A new version of the MetEd website was published in May. The redesigned
interface has a clean new look and is designed to help users access modules
and their personal information with ease. We're adding a “My MetEd” feature
where you can more easily track your quiz scores, progress in distance learning
courses, print completion certificates and add modules to a personal queue.

We have updated and published several modules, including some in new
topic areas. Please read on for details of items that may be of the most interest
to you.

e An updated version of our most popular satellite meteorology
module: GOES Channel Selection - v2 contains updated imagery
throughout and new information regarding GOES 13, 14 and 15

e Two new modules to help train storm spotters: Skywarn Spotter
Convective Basics and Role of the Skywarn Spotter

e On the important subject of numerical weather prediction:
Optimizing the Use of Model Data Products

e Two new modules about volcanic ash, a major aviation hazard:
Volcanic Ash: Introduction and Volcanic Ash: Volcanism

e Something that has been all to relevant several times in the past
couple of years: Volcanic Ash: Impacts to Aviation, Climate, Maritime
Operations and Society

Other new and interesting topics include:

e Preparing to Evaluate NWP Models

e HYSPLIT Applications for Emergency Decision Support

e SeaIce and Products and Services of the National Ice Center
e Flash Flood Processes: International Edition

e An entire collection of 13 different mountain-weather-related expert
lectures

If you live in a coastal community you may be especially interested in these
modules:

e Community Tsunami Preparedness
e Coastal Climate Change
e TFlood Forecasting Case Study: International Edition

These materials are freely available to everyone, courtesy of our sponsors,
NOAA’s NWS and National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information
Service (NESDIS) programs and European Organisation for the Exploitation
of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT), the Naval Meteorology and
Oceanography Command and the Meteorological Service of Canada.

Registration is required to access the modules; it is free, easy and available
in both English and Spanish. We welcome any comments, suggestions or
feedback you have on these or any other training offerings available through
the MetEd website. To access any of the above topics or articles, go to the
Meted homepage at: www.meted.ucar.edu.
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Seal of Approval: Bringing Weather Down to Earth

We regularly list members who have reveived their NWA Seal of Approval in our Newsletter; however, we have never explained
why the seal exists. Here is the NWA Broadcast Meteorology Committee Purpose:

SEAL OF APPROVAL

“The public deserves the most accurate and timely weather forecast and warning information,
in terms they can understand, to take appropriate action. For quality of life and the safety of

all, weathercasters and other media representatives should commit to provide and continually

improve this service. The NWA Broadcast Meteorology Committee promotes the development

of quality television and radio weathercasting among NWA members. Through the NWA
Broadcaster Seal of Approval program, the NWA grants Seals of Approval to NWA member NATIONAL
weathercasters in radio and television who meet or exceed the standards set by the NWA. The \\ WEs‘zr"u"E“
Broadcast Meteorology Committee, with the approval of the NWA Council, is responsible for the ASEN.
review and update of the Seal of Approval guidelines, qualifications, and procedures, to ensure

the Seal remains credible and relevant. The NWA Broadcast Meteorology Committee also fosters a better relationship among
weathercasters and the National Weather Service, and other government and private-sector meteorological entities.”

Please go online for a list of Seal holders and information about qualifying for the NWA Seal: www.nwas.org/seal/.

NWA Newsletter (ISSN 0271-1044)
Technical Editor: Winnie Crawford
Editor and Publisher: Steve Harned, Executive Director

Published monthly by the National Weather

Association, 228 West Millbrook Road, Raleigh, N.C. (USA)
27609-4304; phone ~ (919) 845-1546;

fax ~ (919) 845-2956; exdir@nwas.org; www.nwas.org.

Submit newsletter items directly to the NWA office or to
nwanewsletter@nwas.org. Material received by the 25 will
be considered for the next month’s issue.

Members receive the Newsletter and National Weather
Digest as part of their regular, student or corporate member-
ship privileges. Printed Newsletter subscriptions are available
for $25 per year plus extra shipping costs outside U.S. Single
copies are $3. Address, phone number, email and af-
filiation changes can now be made online:
member.nwas.org.
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